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HIGH IMPACT DATA CENTER PROGRAM
The following is a summary of H.B. 2014 as it pertains to high impact data centers.
Definition: Generally, a "High Impact Data Center" (“HIDC”) is a facility or group of facilities that: (A) consists of one or more parcels; (B) is owned, operated, or leased by an entity; (C) is used to house and operate equipment that receives, stores, or transmits data; (D) has a critical IT load in the aggregate of 90 megawatts or higher; and (E) is placed into service on or after July 1, 2025.
Local Regulation of HIDCs Prohibited: The regulation of HIDCs by municipal or county governments has been preempted by H.B. 2014.  Accordingly, HIDCs are exempt from:
(1) Local regulations that limit the construction, equipping, development, expansion, and operation of any HIDC project; 
(2) County or municipal zoning, horticultural, noise, viewshed, lighting, development, or land use ordinances, restrictions, limitations, or approvals;
(3) County or municipal building permitting, inspection, or code enforcement; and
(4) County or municipal license requirements.
Notification: A data center shall compare its current or planned operations against the definition of "high impact data center" and provide notification to the Division of Economic Development within 30 days after the data center becomes aware that it will satisfy or has satisfied that definition.  
Certification: A high impact data center will be certified within 14 days following the State’s receipt of its notification.
Confidentiality: Any information provided by a data center that is identified by the data center as confidential business information shall be exempt from the Freedom of Information Act.  
Contact: The Director of the Data Economy Office has been designated as the state’s primary point-of-contact for HIDCs.  The Director will assist HIDCs with identifying suitable sites, securing power and water from local utilities, obtaining their HIDC certification, and obtaining all other requisite permits and approval from the state.  If you have any questions or inquiries related to HIDCs, please call Chris Morris, Director of the West Virginia Data Economy Office, at 681-245-9575 or e-mail him directly at: Christopher.G.Morris@wv.gov 
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